
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 97-239-C- ORDERNO.2003-366

JUNE13,2003

Proceedingto EstablishGuidelinesfor an
IntrastateUniversalServiceFund.

) ORDERGRANTING i
) REQUESTTO EXTEND
) DEADLINE FORFILING
) TARIFFSASSOCIATED
) WITH THE STATE
) UNIVERSAL SERVICE
) FUND

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")on therequestof the SouthCarolinaTelephoneCoalition("SCTC") for'

anadditionalextensionof time in which to file tariffs associatedwith the StateUniversal

Service Fund. By Commission Order No. 2001-996, dated October 10, 2001, the

participatingcompaniesin the instantdocketwererequiredto file their'tariffs associated

with theSouthCarolinaUniversalServiceFund(USF)no laterthanApril 1of eachyear.

CommissionOrder No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

proceduresfor theUSF,andprovidesthat aftertheInitial Phase,on April 1of eachyear,

beginningin 2003,eachILEC receivingUSFsupportmayfile tariff reductionsandrequest

additionalUSFsupportto fundthecontinuedremovalof implicit supportcontainedin rates.

Suchfilingswill beconsideredby theCommissionanda decisionrenderedby September1

of thesameyearfor inclusionin thestateUSFassizedeachOctober'1.Additionally,Order

No. 2001-996providesthatcompaniesseekingratereductionsshallalsofile detailedcost
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dataclearlydemonstratingthat implicit supportexistsin theratesthat areproposedto be

reduced. Any suchtariff filings shall bemadeby April 1, 2003 andthe Commission's

decisionwill be renderedby August1,2003.

Previouslyby OrderNo. 2003-222datedApril 7, 2003,the Commissiongranted

the SCTC anextensionuntil June 1, 2003, for the companiesof the SCTCto file their

tariffs andaccompanyingcostdataassociatedwith theUSF.Now, the SCTCthroughits

counsel's letter of May 20, 2003, requestsan additional extensionof time until

September1, 2003,in which to file tariffs and accompanyingcostdataassociatedwith

theUSF.

The SCTCassertsin its requestthat it will be extremelydifficult for' mostof the

companiesof the SCTCto completetheprocessof identifying ratesthatcontainimplicit

supportfor'basiclocal exchangeservice,performingcoststudiesto quantify the implicit

support,andputting togetherthe informationnecessaryto makethetariffs filing by June

1, 2003. According to the SCTC, the companieshave been diligently working to

completethenecessarywork; however',this processdid not beginuntil lateMarch,after'

the Commissiontook actionon therequestof six local exchangecarriersto reducerates

anddrawUSFin the enduserstepof thefirst phaseof implementationof the StateUSF.

In order to ensureconsistency,the SCTC statesthat the SCTC companieshave been

usinga singletelecommunicationsconsultingfirm to perform the necessarystudiesand

analysis.The SCTC adds further that someof the SCTC companiesare nearing the

thresholdof 1/3of company-specificStateUSF, which would require the companiesto

updatetheir'original cost of servicestudiesbeforerequestingadditionalStateUSF.The
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SCTC states that the additional time being requestedis necessaryfor' the SCTC

companiesto completeappropriatecoststudiesandevaluatewhetherthecompanieswill

apply for additionalStateUSF.If the Commissionwereto grantthe extension,according

to the SCTC,the SCTCunderstandsthatit would not bepossiblefor the Commissionto

implementadditionalUSF fundingby October1, 2003,if anysuchadditionalfundingis

requested.Lastly, theSCTCassertsits belief thatit wouldbe feasiblefor theCommission

to grantadditionalUSF funding, if requested,on a delayedscheduleaswas donewith

respectto thesecondstepof thefirst phaseof the StateUSF.

The Commissionfinds andconcludesthat the SCTC's requestfor anadditional

extensionof time to file the Company's tariffs associatedwith the USF shouldbe

granted.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

I. Thedeadlineof JuneI, 2003,assetforth in CommissionOrderNo. 2003-

222, shall be extendedto September1, 2003, for the companiesof the SouthCarolina

TelephoneCoalitionto file tariffs andaccompanyingcostdataassociatedwith theSouth

CarolinaUniversalServiceFund.

.

Commission.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

(SEAL)


